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Where the mind s without fear and the head is held high
Where knowledge is free

Where the world has not been biroken up into fragments
Bu narrow domestic walls

Where words come out from the depth of truth

Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection
Where the clear stream 0f reason has not lost its way
Into the dreary desert sand of dead habit

Where the mind is led forward by thee
Into ever-widening thought and action
'nto that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake.”

= Rabindranath Tagore,

Poem 35, Geetanjali, 1912

 ducationisa Janus-faced area of social action. On the one

- side, it does create the possibilities of change in socjal
"...r,_m.f,_.o:m::umn on the other side, it is 4 preservationist role
that .ma:nmno: performs. It permits society to reproduce
itself. Now, which of these roles will come to the fore, or
which of these roles will dominate in a certain period of
ical circumstances and the extent

nderstand the agency of education
egoals which people agreeon.
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ritics who are apprehensive about

some serious questions suchasitbeing premiced on
a biased and exclusionary approach. This exclusionary
approach seeks to otherise and this otherication
culminates in bigotry. Few educationists allege that the
Union government is trying to control campuses
through concepts like the NEP because they want to
capture the idea. Another allegation is about the
Bhartiyakaran of Education. ‘Bharatiyakaran’ is
about India, the Indian knowledge system, the
attainments in the field of knowledge through Indian
history, from the ancient past through the medieval
period into the modern period, but focuses specifically
on the ancient period. They say this needs to be called
out as communalisation, rather than seeing it as
idiosyncrasies. These allegations are to be taken into
accountand itis necessary to make education aligned to
the ‘Ideaof India’

We need to plan for excellence and advancement

of Society in ali its domains, but only by balancing
excellence with equity. If education is to be aninstitution
to fulfil constitutional guarantees, we need to look at
policy and practice from the lens of social justice. This
then makes it imperative for al stakeholders
educationist to primarily ask; what are we investing into
the system ofeducation in terms of, ourvision, resources
and processes that will guarantee evervone alike an
equal chance to be free from want, fearand ignorance.
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